New Beginnings

daily personal study

Preparing for Communing With
The God Of New Beginnings

Thursday, February 21, 2008

It's Time To Celebrate!

As we came into December, Pastor Harrell challenged us to begin praying that God would give each
of us a New Beginning in our lives individually, and a New Beginning for our church. I'm quite certain
that at that time, none of us fully understood what that would actually mean, but here we are about
to enter the last week of February, and we can look back over our shoulder and see what God was
actually up to. We can look back now, and see that God answered our prayers. Listen y'all,

that's worth celebrating!

You know, I've gotta tell you, I've had a tendency through the years to come through periods of time
where | would be asking God to show Himself mighty, but then, when God would step in and do that
awesome thing—rather than taking the time to celebrate the victory and to praise Him adequately,

| was already working fast and furiously, and asking Him to do the next new thing. But listen, before we
“move on to the next new thing,” what do you say we take time to celebrate! What do you say we take
time to give the Lord praise for His working in our midst through the New Beginnings series!

I'm reminded of how the Jews in the Book of Esther were asking God to show Himself mighty.

You'll remember that Haman had devised a wicked plot to exterminate the entire race of Jews in Persia,
and without God's supernatural intervention, they would have all been goners! | mean, the decree had
already been written and sealed with the king's ring! But, as you know, God did, in fact, step in and
turned their inevitable destruction into deliverance and salvation. And did you ever notice what they
did when God answered their prayers? They celebrated! Big time! Esther 9:27-28 says...

“The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves
unto them, so as it should not fail, that they would keep these two days according to their writing, and
according to their appointed time every year; 28And that these days should be REMEMBERED and kept
throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim
should not fail from among the Jews, nor the MEMORIAL of them perish from their seed.”

And do you realize, here we are several thousand years removed from what happened in Esther’s day,
but the Jews still celebrate the Feast of Purim to this very day! They never forgot the “New Beginning,”
as it were, that God gave to them. And interestingly enough, they celebrated it with a memorial feast
used to put them in remembrance of what God had done.

When we launched the New Beginnings series on the first Sunday of the new year, we did so by
observing the Lord’s Supper. We didn’t plan to do this from the beginning, but as we were approaching
the conclusion of this series, we felt that there would not be a better way to “end” it, than by



celebrating with the memorial feast that the Lord gave to put us in remembrance. We're going to be
doing that this Sunday evening at 6:00 pm. Everything else on our church calendar is being put on hold
(Life Groups, Velocity, Awana, etc.) so we can all join our hearts together in celebration and communion.

And, it was in PREPARATION for communion that our Personal Daily Studies actually began. God used
that time of preparing our hearts to enter His presence to give us one of the most memorable
communion services we've ever had. | want to ask you, not just to prepare yourself like you did the last
time. That was great for then, but we're at a different place now. God has taught us so many incredible
truths, and done so many tremendous things in our lives spiritually over the past seven weeks, | believe
that we are positioned to enter into a whole new realm of communing with Him this Sunday night.

Man, let's do that!

Now, to help prepare our hearts, the remainder of today’s study is going to be the same ground we
covered on the first Thursday of January as we were approaching our Communion Service on that first
Sunday. Friday and Saturday’s studies will cover the same ground as well. But oh, | so hope that there
will not be any part of you that would think, “Been there, done that.” No, | hope you'll approach these
next three days with an even greater anticipation than before, and with an increased hunger to learn,
so that Sunday night, we're spiritually prepared to enter His holy presence like at no other time in our
entire lives.

Something amazing is going to take place in our services this Sunday night at 6:00 pm at Northwest
Bible. According to | Corinthians 10:16, we are actually going to commune with the very body and
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ! Wow! Or, maybe better stated...Woah! | mean, really! Imagine that!
Paul said,

The cup of blessing which we bless,

is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?

The bread which we break,

is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 1 Corinthians 10:16

Sounds unbelievably spiritual, doesn’t it? Maybe even borders on mystical. | mean, just listen to it...

Communing with Christ's body.
Communing with Christ's blood.

Is that even allowed? And is that what Jesus had in mind when He instituted this memorial feast in the
Upper Room with His disciples the night before he was crucified? Is that what He had in mind when He
inspired the Apostle Paul to write the instructions to the church concerning our observance of it?

When it comes to communion, just what did our Lord actually have in mind?

That's what we'll seek to discover together over the next three days. Our goal, however, will be more
than simply seeking to assimilate information about communion. Our goal will be to learn the biblical
meaning and significance of the Lord’s Supper, so that we come to His table this Sunday with the same
intentions and desires in our heart that the Lord Jesus Christ has in His!

Introduction

The Lord's Supper, or Communion, is an extremely meaningful commemorative feast instituted by our
Lord Jesus Christ that involves the eating of bread and drinking of the fruit of the vine. To comprehend
just how meaningful and significant what takes place as we eat that bread and drink that cup is to our
Lord Jesus Christ, we must factor into the equation the very powerful admonition and sobering warning
given to those who plan to participate in it. 1 Corinthians 11:28-30 says...



But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the
LordOs body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep (i.e. are dead!).

With that said, | think it might be time for another “Wow!”, or, “Woah!”

Do you mean to tell me that God is saying that if we don't get this right—we might get sick, and we
might even die? That's right. That's how passionate God is about what we'll be doing in our Worship
Center this Sunday! The very fact that sickness and the possibility of death are the consequences of not
coming to the Lord's table properly lets us know that this celebration is something that is extremely
special to God, and obviously, something extremely serious to Him! But don't let that seriousness about
it scare you away! That certainly isn't God's intention. He just wants to make sure that we're bringing
to the table the same “seriousness” and the same “specialness” that He'll be bringing!

So what is it that makes this supper so incredibly significant to God?

The Meaning of the Lord's Supper

The Biblical and Historical Basis of the Lord’s Supper
Our observance of the Lord's Supper this Sunday finds its biblical and historical basis in what is recorded
in Luke 22:7-20. Please read this passage slowly...carefully...and prayerfully.

Then came the day of unleavened bread, wh@assevemust be killecBAnd he sent Peter and John,
saying, Go and prepare us the Passover, that we m&Aadtthey said unto him, Where wilt thou that we
prepare?1°And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man meet you,
bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he enteféfniciye shall say unto the
goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guest chamber, where | shall eat the Passover
with my disciples?22And he shall show you a langgper roomfurnished: there make readyAnd they

went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made reRdgdbeer 14And when the hour was

come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles witht#md he said unto them, With desire | have desired to
eat thisPassovemwith you before | suffetsFor | say unto you, | will not any more eat thereof, until it be
fulfilled in the kingdom of God?And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it
among yourselvedgFor | say unto you, | will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God
shall come19And he tookread and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, Thisddymy
which is given for you: this do in remembrance offhikewise also the cup after supper, saying, dups

is the new testament in ralpod which is shed for you.

As this entire passage points out, this is the Passover meal that our Lord is eating with His disciples.
Since it was actually the bread and the cup of the Passover meal that our Lord turned into His own
Supper, understanding the significance of what Christ was actually intending will require that we gain at
least a general understanding of the Passover.

The Biblical and Historical Meaning of the Passover Supper

The Passover meal was a commemorative feast that reminded the Jews of what God had done in
delivering them out of the bondage of Egypt. Something amazing begins to unfold, however, as you
simply identify the particular circumstances and details of the story of the first Passover.

Check this out...

« God's people were being held in bondage in the dominant world power, Egypt. They were being
held captive by the will of Egypt’s wicked king, Pharaoh.



Day after day they labored as slaves under the taskmaster’s whip, as they trudged out their existence
in Eqypt.

God delivered them from Egypt by a series of plagues, the last of which was the curse of death upon
the firstborn. The only way they could escape the death of the firstborn in their house was to kill a
spotless lamb, and apply its blood to the top beam and the two side posts of the door. When the
angel of death passed through the city to execute judgment, He would “pass over” every house to
which the blood of the lamb had been applied.

God instituted the “Passover” meal on that night, and commanded them to celebrate it each year so
they would be continuously put in remembrance of His delivering power that was manifest in bringing
them out of the bondage of Egypt by the blood of the lamb.

Think about that for a minute. Does that “story” sound strikingly similar to any other “story” you've
ever heard? Doesn't the record of the Passover and of Israel’'s exodus actually tell “our story”?

We were being held in bondage in the dominant power of the world, being held captive by the will of
its wicked king, Satan. (Ephesians 2:2; 11 Timothy 2:26)

Day after day we labored as slaves under the domination of the taskmaster of sin, as we trudged out
our existence in the course of this world. (Romans 6:14; Galatians 1:4)

God delivered us from the curse of death upon our first birth, because we applied the blood of the
true "Passover Lamb,” the Lord Jesus Christ to our lives. (I Corinthians 5:7)

God instituted a meal that He has commanded us to observe so we will be continuously put in
remembrance of His delivering power that was manifest in bringing us out of the bondage of this
world and sin through the blood of the spotless Lamb of God on the cross.

(Luke 22:7-20; Matthew 26:17-28)

That's what communion is really about!

It's about God bringing us BACK to who He is and what He did in bringing us OUT!

.OUT of our bondage to the world...OUT of our captivity to Satan’s will...OUT of our slavery to sin.

It's the celebration of God as our Deliverer...our Redeemer...our Life!

Let's all determine from the very outset to approach our time of communion with the Lord this Sunday—
more purposefully...more reverently...more passionately...and, more biblically than we ever have.

If you have questions and/or comments regarding today’s study, please direct correspondence to mtrotter@nwbible.org
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